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Little Known Facts about our great state, Montana 

In 1888, more millionaires per capita were living in Helena than any other city in the 

world. Most made their fortunes off of gold.  

Miles City is known as the Cow Capital of the West, where cowboy traditions live on 

through events like the annual Bucking Horse Sale.  

The town of Ekalaka was named after the daughter of famous Sioux chief, Sitting Bull. 

There are more cattle in Montana than there are people.  

Travelers Rest in Lolo was a stopping point on the Lewis and Clark Expedition. It’s the 

only site on the Lewis and Clark Trail that has physical proof of the explorers’ pres-

ence.  

Family History research has never been easier or faster 

 Travel back in time– Click a key on your PC 

“Westward Ho!” You may have heard these words often if you were one of 
the handy pioneers leaving the colonies to seek a new life in the old 
Northwest Territory.  You can still hear them today, electronically speak-
ing, in the Springfield, Virginia office of the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM). This U.S. Department of the Interior agency is responsible for the 
historic General Land Office (GLO) records that literally tell the story of 
the settlement of the West. The BLM expanded website now offers infor-
mation on historic land patents from all 30 public land states (those not 
included in the original 13 colonies, Texas and Hawaii, east and west). 

  Over 4.2 million land patents records from across the United States are 
now online, and 2.8 million records is expected in about 6 years. The web-
site has had more than 5.7 million visitors since its inception, making it one 
of the most popular websites in the Department of the Interior. 

  The web site includes indexes to patents issued prior to 1908 for most 
western states dating back to the late 1780’s. A special feature on the 
site allows you to query the GLO database by name, whether the name be-
longs to the patentee, warrantee, assignee, or heir. Also, we have expand-
ed the mage display capabilities, this lets the user choose among TIFF, 
GIF, and PDF formats. (Contd) 
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 (Cont’d from pg 1) 

Family Research has never been easier or faster  
 
  At the web site’s “Visitors Center” are the history of the Federal public lands, transcripts of 
Acts of Congress authorizing land disposal, link to other research site, research aids, and much, 
much more. Also, learn where to go to do further research. 
  For more information, visit the GLO Records Web Site, call the information Access Center at 
703 440-1600 or E-mail them at records@es.blm.gov 
  Go to the GLO Visitors Center at the web site and begin your journey of the United States 
westward migration.  
PS:  Note from the editor, I went to the website and found the original patents issued to my 
family in Lincoln, Montana for all the lands they purchased going back to 1870. 
 
This article submitted by Jeanette Larson, past Director, Secretary and Historian 
 

 
 

 
Samuel T. Hauser - 7th Governor of the Montana Territory 

 
  Hauser was born to Samuel Thomas and Mary Ann (Kennett) Hauser in Falmouth, Kentucky on 
January 10, 1833. His early education occurred locally at the Chittenden School while both his 
father, a judge and lawyer, and a cousin who had graduated from Yale University, oversaw his 

later education. 
  At the age of 19, Hauser went to work for the Kentucky Central Railroad.[1] He then moved to 

Missouri in 1854, where he worked as a civil engineer for the railroads. He began as an assistant 
engineer for the Missouri Pacific and Northern Pacific railways and worked his way up to become 

chief engineer on the Lexington to Sedalia branch. 
  Hauser married Ellen Farrar of St. Louis in 1871. The marriage produced two children: Ellen and 

Samuel Thomas Jr 
In early 1862, Hauser left his position with the railroads for Fort Benton, Montana from where 
he spent several months prospecting before arriving at the mines in Bannack later in the year. 

The next year his prospecting efforts took him down the Yellowstone River. His efforts proved 
successful and within a few years he owned six silver mines. He also built coal mines and several 

silver smelters, including Montana Territory's first smelter in Argenta. 
  In addition to his mining interests, Hauser developed a number of other business activities. In 

1865 he joined with Nathaniel P. Langford to establish a bank in Virginia City. The next year, 
Hauser founded the First National Bank of Helena. He later opened banks in Fort Benton, Butte, 

and Missoula. Hauser oversaw the build-out of the Utah and Northern Railway within Montana 
Territory, and also acquired a large real estate portfolio in support of his mining and ranching 

interests. 
   

  In 1870, Hauser participated as a member of the Washburn–Langford–Doane Expedition. He 
was also active in efforts to preserve the Yellowstone area and his lobbying efforts helped see 

the creation of the Yellowstone National Park. Politically he was aligned with the Democratic Par-
ty and served as a delegate to the 1884 Democratic National Convention. Despite being a Demo-
crat, Hauser's business influence was large within the territory that he even influenced the se-

lection of Republican appointees. 
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Samuel T. Hauser (Cont’d from pg 2) 

  In order to free himself to concentrate on his business activities, Hauser submitted his resignation in Decem-
ber 1886. His last day in office came on February 7, 1887. 

  During his term of office, his many business interests consumed much of his time and many of his duties as 
governor were delegated to his personal secretary. 

  As governor, Hauser was an advocate of free silver and supported relocating the territory's indigenous popu-
lation to the Indian Territory in order to free land for settlers. To appease cattle interests within the territory he 
appointed a territorial veterinary surgeon while, in an effort to constrain territorial spending, vetoed the estab-
lishment of a territorial insane asylum. 

  Hauser built the Hauser Mansion in Helena; it is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

  Hauser died in Helena, Montana on November 10, 1914 and was buried in the Forestvale Cemetery. 

  Hauser Dam, northeast of Helena, Montana is named after Hauser. 

 

 Our only ancestor aligned with Mr. Hauser is our new Historian Melinda Anderson… 
Welcome aboard Melinda 

 
 
 

 
 

2018 Polson Conference 
  Out conference was a huge success. We had a BBQ at the local park catered by Bill Campbell 
of Missoula. Pulled Pork burrito style with all the fixins and it was outstanding. We were also 
entertained with Amazing Grace on bag pipes to honor our fallen members from this last year. 
  We also were given a tour of Flathead Lake via the Shadow Cruise sponsored by the KwaTaq 
Nuk Resort Casino and the Captain of the boat gave us a very interesting educational narrated 
tour of the lake and its history and islands. Plus the no host bar was a delight also. 
  Saturday night was finished up with a Dinner Banquet of Steak or Chicken, which ever you 
chose to order and awards were given by our President Tim Sowa to Camile Coughlin of 
Helmville, MT for her help setting up our books with our Secretary Bridget Wanderer. New Of-
ficers and Directors were also elected and 12 new members were also voted into the Society. 
  Hope to see you all in Historic Miles City next year and below are some snap shots of our con-
ference in Polson. 
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2019 Conference 
Miles City, Montana 

August 9,10  
Sleep Inn and Suites 

406 232-3000 

 

A Little History about Miles City, Montana 

  After the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876, the U.S. Army created forts in eastern Mon-
tana, including one where the north-flowing Tongue River flowed into the east-flowing Yellow-
stone River. The first fort was known as the Tongue River Cantonment or the Tongue River Bar-
racks and was founded on August 27, 1876. A second, permanent fort was constructed on higher 
ground two miles to the west of the mouth of the Tongue and this became Fort Keogh. 
  Fort Keogh (named after Captain Myles Keogh, one of the battle dead) started as a few rough 
winter cabins, but grew into a moderate sized western fort, from which its commander, General 
Nelson A. Miles, effectively brought the remaining "uncontrolled" Native Americans into subju-
gation during the last decade of the 1800s. 
  Nelson Miles said that "whiskey caused him more trouble than the Indians" and, after tiring of 
drunken soldiers causing problems during the winter campaign, evicted the sutlers who provided 
"liquid stock" in the spring of 1877. Moving two miles due east of the Tongue River Cantonment, 
these early merchants founded the first Miles City. Although fondly referred to as "Milestown," 
the first post office and first official plat both called the town "Miles City." When the old can-
tonment moved two miles west, the town literally picked up and followed, moving to the current 
site. The last occupants of Old Miles City stayed on until 1900 but the new community was the 
one that grew. 
  Before the town itself was founded, George Miles, the nephew of General Miles, who had ac-
companied his uncle on the western expedition and served in the quartermasters office, bought 
a herd of sheep, the first of many commercial enterprises in his involvement with the core 
founders of the town. 
  Livestock speculation brought thousands of cattle to the open ranges in the late 1880s, the 
railroad was extended through the area, and Texas drove numerous cattle to Miles City to fat-
ten them on free grass and move them to where they could be loaded on trains bound for the 
slaughterhouses in Chicago. 
  Miles City established a municipal electric utility around 1887 and it was a source of civic pride 
(as any city would have towards its own utilities) until a traveling employee of Minnesota North-
ern Power (predecessor of MDU Resources Group, Inc.) told the city council "the emperor has no 
clothes;" i.e., the system was far less efficient and in worse shape than they thought. The city 
council eventually put the question to the voters who instructed the city to sell the utility. By 
this time, the people with the Montana Power Company (now NorthWestern Energy's Montana 
division) became aware of this and were soon locked in an epic battle with Minnesota Northern 
over the franchise. A franchise election was held to determine who would serve Miles City on 
June 28, 1927. Minnesota Northern won by a scant 16 votes. 
  Miles City experienced rapid growth until the 1920s and 1930s, but became overshadowed by 
the upstart upriver town of Billings, which was at the cross roads of transportation routes, and 
it became a banking center, oil refining center, and medical service center and is now the largest 
city in the state. 
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Yearly Dues are due. This is just a reminder that in order for us to continue supporting this great organization, we 
need your support also. Dues can be mailed in to: 

SDMP Secretary 
PO Box 8964 

Missoula, MT 59807 
Dues payments are $25.00 for adults and $5.00 for children under 18. 

You can also make your dues payments online through our website if you have a Pay Pal account.. go to our 
website www.sonsanddaughtersmontanapioneers.com scroll down to the dues link and click on the Pay Pal  

account payment.  

 

HISTORIAN REPORT 
October 2018 

Melinda Anderson 
 

 Greetings SDMP members!  For those who weren’t able to attend this year’s Convention in Pol-
son, I was elected to succeed Jeanette Larsen as the next Historian.  I am excited to follow in 
her footsteps as well as all those amazing SDMP historians who preceded Jeanette.   

A little about me: my Pioneer is Samuel T. Hauser who arrived in Ft. Benton in 1862 from St. 
Louis.  While I was born and raised in Oregon and Washington, I’ve lived in Twin Falls, ID the 
past 12 years with my husband.  Both of us are now retired and really enjoying having the time 
to pursue our hobbies.  We have one daughter and granddaughter who live in Denver and visit 
with them whenever we all can find the time.   

I was able to spend a couple of days the week of October 1 (just prior to the SDMP board 
meeting) getting acquainted with all that is in the SDMP office.  Wow – we have so many treas-
ures!  Not unusual for an organization that has been around for 125 years.  I was impressed 
with the organization that prior historians and other members have created to make it easier 
for us to find them.   

DIGITIZATION PROJECT 

Because of the treasures we own the SDMP board voted to establish a committee to research 
digitizing and indexing them.  These consist of records, letters, historic documents, photos, 
memorabilia and artifacts.  Digitizing all of this would not only make them more secure (in case 
of some disaster to the office or building) but would also make them more accessible to all of 
us.  As there are a great many items to digitize and index this will be quite a large project.   

The committee currently consists of MaryDon Glidewell, Charlotte Orr, Mike Collins, Mike Rus-
sell, and me.  To get our heads wrapped around how to achieve our goals, we’re going to begin by 
outlining generally what we need to do to get to the end goals.  Once that is reasonably clear, 
weõll develop a strategy that will include a timeline, resources, and funding to accomplish this.  
Because of the large size of the project, weõre embarking on a multi-year process.  Fortunately, 
MaryDonõs daughter is an archivist who can help us get a clearer idea of what this will entail 
and to help us get started.   

If you have an interest in this committee, please send me an email 
(melindaanderson@cableone.net) with your contact information - name, email, phone.  Since we 
are all scattered around the region our meetings will likely revolve around email and/or phone 
meetings. 
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ARTICLES FOR THE SCRAPBOOKS 

Some of the treasures we have include scrapbooks that hold newspaper articles about historic events, places, and 

people in Montana.  We want to continue that tradition.  You can help directly by cutting out articles you see 

about your Montana hometowns and mailing those to me.  What type of articles?  Those that provide photos and/

or information about people, places, or events that are important to your hometown.   

In addition, if you have newspaper or magazine articles, books, or other printed material about your ancestors that 

you believe is important to keep for posterity, please consider sending those along as well. 

Those can be directly mailed to me at 777 Campus Drive, Twin Falls ID 83301 or to SDMP at  

PO Box 8964, Missoula, MT 59807. 

 

Please feel free to contact me by email, mail or phone (208-308-0216) if you have ideas or suggestions about the 

HistorianΩs role and what we could be doing more (or less) of for SDMP.  SDMP exists because of your membership 

and interest.  Anything we can do to provide value for you and for SDMP is worth looking at. 


