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 Director positions listed on the side of this page show those directors up 
for a vote and renewal for 2021, James Kovatch and Larry Rowlands, 
these terms expired in 2020 but were renewed by the board due to Covid-
19 for 1 yr therefore will be coming up for vote at the conference in 2021. 
Also the regularly scheduled 2021 directors will also be up for vote at the 
conference in Hamilton. 4 positions will be vacated so if you would like to 
volunteer for a Director position please let one of our Board members 
know of your interest.  The only requirement is to attend 3 meetings a 
year held in Helena, and attend the conference each year. Thank you and 
we hope to see everybody in Hamilton that can attend. 

Montana History Teacher of the Year 2020 

  The 31st Bell Award Ceremony Friday, Nov. 6, 2020 such a special one 
for our winner Abbey Kochel, 7th grade teacher at Castle Rock Middle 
School in Billings.  
  She was thrilled that the ceremony could still be held in the State Capi-
tol Rotunda during the pandemic and so were we.  To have her family, her 
principal, her nominators and a delegation of her students present was  
extraordinary.    
  I know Abbey is grateful for each of our sponsor's generous gifts which 
she will put to good use for the benefit of her students.   Thanks again to 
Heath Heggem, MTN; Charlene Porsild, Montana History Foundation; Tim 
Sowa, Sons & Daughters of Montana Pioneers and Brett Winsch, 1889 Cof-
feehouse for your financial support of this worthwhile and fun project.    
  A big thank you to Molly Kruckenberg, Director of the Montana Histori-
cal Society and Martha Kohl, MHS Historian for also being a significant 
part of our ceremony this year.    
  We were blessed that the ceremony was scheduled on Friday ahead of 
the blizzard that hit across our state this weekend.    
We look forward to being with you next year when Statehood Day will be 
on Monday, Nov. 8, 2021 and we will honor a 4th-6th grade Montana  
History Teacher. 
  
With Gratitude to Each of You,  
 
Norma Ashby Smith, Award Coordinator  
Sorry but no pictures were taken again to submit with this article. 
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HAMILTON 2021 CONFERENCE 

We are very interested on seeing who is planning on attending the conference in Hamilton this 
year.  We are at a point where if the majority of you that normally attend feel it is still unsafe, 

please let us know.  If you want to attend please let us know that also. We are contacting the ho-
tel and caterers to start the process of getting things organized. 

So, If you can, please email us with your concerns and thoughts or send us a letter. We will have 
another newsletter coming out in June that will have everything updated to let you all know of 

our intentions about the conference. Also let us know on our facebook page if you use this social 
media. Location noted below: 

Our email is mrussell@sonsanddaughtersmontanapioneers.com or drop us a letter at: 
SDMP 

PO Box 1051 
Helena, MT 59624 

Sorry we do not have a SDMP phone number to call. 
You can also check our updates on our Facebook Page… Log into Facebook, and query Sons and 

Daughters of Montana Pioneers and you can find us there. 
Thanks everyone for being ancestors of our Pioneer families. We need to keep this society alive 

and carry on our legacy. 
Many positions are open this year for Directors and Officers. By becoming a Director you learn 

what we do at our meetings and see what needs to be done to keep the SDMP going. You also 
learn and see potential positions where you might be a good fit and would like to help the society 

in any of those capacities. 

I will be resigning from my position as Media Manager and newsletter Editor so those positions 
will also be vacant after June.  I have loved this Society for many years and have given my all to 

furthering our position for Montana History and preservation of this society. We need volun-
teers to help further our progress so please consider helping if you can. 

Respecfully, Michael Russell 
Newsletter Editor -  Media Manager (website and social media ((Facebook)). 

 

ROBERT VICKERS 

I’m going to start this family story of Robert Vickers. This first portion is a summary of his life 
and times and will be followed up with part 2 telling more of who this remarkable man was and his 

contribution to the state of Montana. 

When Robert Vickers died, April 12, 1923, there was completed a long life, one replete in inci-
dent and experience , and there passed from the scene of action a Montana pioneer whose name 

meant a great deal to many Montana people. 

Born in Louth, Lincolnshire Co, England on February 15th, 1830, son of William and Frances 
(Wilson) Vickers.  Shortly after his birth his father came to America, died there, and the wid-
owed mother was left with her children in Lincolnshire, where the son Robert attended school. 

When only a boy he went to sea, making two trips to New Orleans, one to Quebec, and then 
shipped on a vessel that rounded the Cape Horn to the coast of Chile. Here he left the ship, and 
after a year or so found the opportunity to continue his voyage to the United States, arriving in 
San Francisco in the spring of 1854. He went to the mines, working at Placerville, California and 

Austin, Nevada and had experience as a building contractor at Austin, Nevada. 



  
ROBERT VICKERS (CONT’D) 
 
  Robert Vickers made his first acquaintance with Montana, April 19, 1865, at Virginia City, 
and that  town maintained his home the greater part of his subsequent life.  For eighteen 
months he worked in the mines of Alder Gulch, then clerked in a store, and in 1867 he and 
Henry Elling established a clothing business in Virginia City.  After a year, he sold out and 
returned to England. On April 5, 1869 he married Martha E. Borrell, and with his bride re-
turned to Virginia City, Montana, where they lived to celebrate their Golden Wedding An-
niversary in 1919. From the time of his return to Virginia City until his death, his career 
was a vital part of the civic and commercial life of Virginia City. 

  For a time he was in the tobacco and cigar business with Harry Warmington, owning and 
conducting the Capital Cigar Store.  There were intervals of several years when he gave up 
the responsibilities of running a store and was engaged in ranching. In 1880 he was elected 
and served two years as county assessor of Madison County. He again resumed partnership 
with Henry Elling, and they were together until the death of Mr. Elling on November 14, 
1900. 

  Robert Vickers for many years was a school trustee at Virginia City, was a member of the 
city council, a Democrat in politics, and he and his family were members of the Episcopal 
Church. For five successive years he was worshipful master of Virginia Chapter No. 1 
R.A.M. and grand high priest of the state, served as secretary of the chapter and also of 
Virginia City Commandery No. 1, Knights Templar, was a member of the Algeria Temple of 
the Mystic Shrine at Helena and was grand patron of the Grand Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star. 

  Mr and Mrs Vickers reared a large family: Robert A. of Hardin, Montana: Mary F., who 
married George E. Gohn, for the past 30 years county clerk at Virginia City.  Dean W., re-
siding at Centralia, Washington:  Nellie E., who became the wife of Luther V. Buford, Long 
Beach, California: George D., of Inglewood, California:  Richard B., of Butte, Montana: Bes-
sie M., wife of Walter M. Brown, Long Beach, California:  Martha F., now Mrs. Castle, Los 
Angeles, California and Ella R., now Mrs. George A. Troxell, Victorville, California. 

This is only part one of the Robert Vickers Story…. More in our June Newsletter. 
By Robert George Raymer, M.A. Lewis Publishing Co., Chicago and New York, Copyright 1930  
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SDMP Items for Sale 

Below are items we have for Sale from the SDMP. Be proud to tell everyone that you belong to this 
great organization, The Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers.  Items will be available in Hamilton  
or go to our website for prices: http://www.sonsanddaughtersmontanapionners.com and look for the 
Sale link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


